Winter 2021 Newsletter
As with so much of life, the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted our Mothering
& Albinism project. However, 2020 created space for further data analysis,
continued theoretical work on human rights and religion, creation of
knowledge mobilization materials, and preparation for virtual fieldwork in
South Africa (which is now underway!).
Updates on Albinism and Human Rights
IK Ero’s tenure as mandate holder on the enjoyment of human rights by
persons with albinism is coming to a close this year (2015 to 2021). She
submitted her final report to the UN Human Rights Council in December for
the 46th session of the Human Rights Council on February 22 to March 19,
2021. In this report she outlines the “achievements, accomplishments,
challenges and the way forward” (p. 1). IK has made a tremendous global
impact during these 2 terms, bringing much attention to human rights for
persons with albinism, all with incredible grace, wisdom, and good humour.

Follow the work of IK’s Mandate here .
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Fieldwork: Northern Cape, South Africa
Fieldwork is well underway thanks to Mpho Tjope, Founder & Director of
Albinism Advocacy for Access and the Northern Cape Community Research
Coordinator for our project. Tshego Keitsemore has joined Mpho as Cultural
Liaison, herself a mother of a child with albinism. Most interviews have been
via WhatsApp, though we have navigated other options where needed. In
one instance a participant did not have a smart phone so Mpho was able to
call her on his cell phone, place the call on speaker phone, and join a Zoom
meeting with the interviewer. We are finding ways to be get creative and work
on our adaptability! To foster rapport, we have implemented a process of a
brief introductory video call with the participant and Mpho, followed by an
interview in subsequent days. We have taken to street view of Google Maps,
to tour towns and countryside in South Africa to gain a sense of the context
of the participants. Mpho had told us about the distances between towns,
and we’ve been able to experience this virtually with mile after mile of
perfectly straight roads across dry fields. And we exchange stories of snow

falling in Vancouver, British Columbia and finding ways to stay cool in the
blistering heat of Kimberley, Northern Cape!

We meet with the South Africa team in mid-March to plan when and how to
begin the next fieldwork locations (Guateng with Nomasonto Mazibuko
(Albinism Society of South Africa) and KwaZulu-Natal with Dr. Maxwell
Thabethe (National Albinism Society). Our aim is to have this phase of virtual
fieldwork complete in early Summer 2021. We are still anticipating travel to
South Africa for some in-person fieldwork; of course this is COVID-19
dependent (as is much of life right now!).
Social Media
Please see (and share) our project
blog for our January commentary on
Tending to Human Research Ethics.
Next up will be a series on research
during the
global
pandemic.
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